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Education in Costa Rica


There are many reasons why education is extremely important all over the world. According to United Nation Resources some of the reasons why every country in the world needs a  quality education is because: education beats poverty, education promotes gender equality, education reduces child mortality, improves maternal health and can also help combat diseases. All of these reasons also correlate with the millennium developmental goals. The United Nation Resources also have six goals that they want every country to achieve for education. These goals include: early childhood care and education, provide free and compulsory primary education, promote learning and life skills for young people and adults, increase adult literacy, achieve gender parity, and improve the quality of education. If all of these goals are followed than the country will be set up for the ideal education system. 


The education system is Costa Rica is one of the best in all of the Latin American countries. Education is generally free in Costa Rica and every citizen is obligate to receive an education. The literacy rate in Costa Rica is a 96% which again is one of the highest in the the Latin American countries.  The education system is set up a little differently in Costa Rica than in the United States. Students from ages 6 and 13 attend primary education, which is similar to an elementary school in the United States. After their primary education students can chose two different secondary education. The first option they can chose from is an academic education which is five years long or they can use a technical education which is six years long. Both types of high schools receive diplomas and make the eligible to move on to a university if the students chose too. 

This chart represents the amount of students that enrolled in school in Costa Rica compared to the other countries in South America. Retrieved from: http://data.worldbank.org/country/costa-rica
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